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There was a time when JU and Arlington were an interwoven pair.   If 
you grew up in Arlington in the 1960s-80s, you may have had a parent 
or a sibling that was a student, perhaps even worked or taught at JU.  
You might have wandered onto the tree-shaded campus, played some 
games at the activities center, or perhaps some golf on its 9-hole, river-
front course.  Swisher Gym and other campus facilities hosted many 
Arlington community events, and JU Chancellor Emeritus, Fran Kinne, 
was a neighbor if you lived in University Park. 
 
But for the last twenty years or so, JU has been bleached from the Ar-
lington fabric.  The area’s decline in the 1990’s led to an isolationism 
that saw student services and academic life retreat behind the campus’ 
new walls and fences.  JU’s welcome sign to the Arlington community 
came down. 
 
But now, just one year into the job, JU President Tim Cost is working 
tirelessly to change that.  Cost graduated magna cum laude from JU in 
1981, where he also was a four-year letterman in baseball (and still 
owns the only 9-inning no-hitter in JU history).  He spent 30 years in 
business senior management with several Fortune 500 companies, ex-
perience he channels with heightened passion into leading JU today 
and into re-connecting with Arlington. 
        CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 

Jacksonville University - then known as Jacksonville Junior College -  

constructed the first building on its Arlington campus in 1950. 

Pages 4 & 5 
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From the Editor . . . 
 

On January 1st, 1935, Arlington pioneer resident William Hawley, mimeographed 20 copies of a 
neighborhood newspaper he called The Arlingtonian.  His little newspaper was so well received that 
he continued its publication on a weekly basis for 14 years.  A 1940-era masthead proclaimed: 

 
ABSOLUTELY INDEPENDENT, NO STOCKHOLDERS TO SATISFY; NO PAID SUBSCRIBERS  
TO PLEASE.  SUBSCRIPTION FREE.  400 COPIES DELIVERED IN CLIFTON, ARLINGTON, 
EGGLESTON HEIGHTS, FLORAL BLUFF, CHASEVILLE, AND GILMORE.  MAILED UPON  
RECEIPT OF POSTAGE WHICH IS 1 ½ ¢ PER COPY. 
 

Fast forward three generations and a Mathews Bridge (which Hawley tirelessly championed).  Ar-
lington’s half-dozen enclaves now include scores of sub-divisions and neighborhoods.  Boom times 
have come and gone.  The terms “historic” and “Arlington” are conjoined with award-winning recog-
nition.  And the 21-year old, but still fledging, Old Arlington, Inc., launches an e-newspaper for the 
Arlington community, myArlington MONTHLY. 
 
Amidst the chatter of social media and the decline of print, OAI feels there is still a place for a com-
munity newspaper.  A few decades after Hawley’s last Arlingtonian, the Florida Times-Union published 
an Arlington community section - mostly twice a week - from 1980’s into 2000’s.  More recently, The 
Arlington Monthly was an inspired, but short-lived effort that was mailed to 25,000 Arlington house-
holds & businesses in 2011.   
 
Out of these footsteps we trot out the first issue of myArlington MONTHLY.  Using the economies of 
e-publishing we will bring you news of people and issues affecting Arlington, and we’ll spotlight 
some of its remarkable history along the way.  We believe a community newspaper, an e-newspaper, 
will help in building connections between its residents, and building community as a whole. 
 
We hope you read it, enjoy it, pass it along, and even contribute to it.   Feel free to contact us and let 
us know how we’re doing.  It’s all about your community. 
 
Steve Matchett 
editor@myarlington.org 
 

my Arlington   MONTHLY 

my Arlington MONTHLY is published monthly by Old Arlington, Inc., 6317 Arlington Road, Jacksonville, FL  32211.  OAI is a  

501 (c)3, tax-exempt, organization, formed in July, 1993, to promote historic preservation and community revitalization in Arlington.   

Free subscription is available by e-mailing  http://mad.ly/signups/115910/join.  Address correspondence to info@myarlington.org. 



For years, the various clubs that inhabited a small storefront at Old Arlington's "Crossroads" - the 
University Blvd. and Arlington Road intersection - were a community plague.  Surrounding residen-
tial, business and church neighbors contended with the site's string of vacancies and occupancies that 
taxed the City's zoning, licensing, and police enforcement efforts.  Cindy's Good Time Pub, The G-
Spot, Amnesia, and Club Menage were on that roll call of tenants.  And after a nearby fatal shooting  
in September, 2010, the doors to the establishment closed again, and neighbors skeptically awaited 
the next incarnation. 

At the same time, Carole Freeman was pursuing her dream of owning a 
local venue spotlighting her passion for jazz.  A place like the legendary 
Village Vanguard in New York City - quaint, intimate, and authentic.  She 
saw the University Blvd. vacancy and married it with her vision.  And she 
set to work on Jazzland. 

For six months, Carole cleaned out years of trash and smells left by the former tenants.  The building’s 
back lot resembled a small landfill that required four roll-off dumpsters 
to clear.  She replaced stripper poles and lap dance couches with new ta-
bles, chairs, and carpeting.  Stage and bar areas were reconfigured, ceil-
ings and walls were repainted.  Pictures and prints were hung that re-
flected her love of jazz and its history. 

Jazzland opened in May, 2011, with a devotion to both patrons and musi-
cians.  Carole is passionate about supporting not only experienced jazz 
artists, but also the rising talent.  She created Tuesday night jam sessions 
to nurture local musicians and students with a mentoring experience.  

Saturday nights have featured a stream of national performers, and this month Carole will expand the 
club’s schedule with Wednesday and Friday night offerings.   

Carole exudes patience, perseverance, and a continuous focus on 
her vision for Jazzland.  “The jazz music industry is not a ‘quick 
buck’ industry,” Carole says.  “The purpose is to support the jazz 
artists. We believe – support the talent first! Everything else will 
follow.” 

Years from now, when Arlington gets it mojo back, when the Op-
eration Dolphins’ and other redevelopment efforts have borne 
fruit, the discussion will turn to when the turnaround began.  
And part of that answer will owe humble origins to Jazzland, 
and the Carole Freemans’ who planted their vision 
in Old Arlington today. 

Jazzland Celebrates 4 

Years at Old Arlington’s 

“Crossroads” 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Love of Jazz Fueled Club’s Transformation 

Jazzland... Where The Great Musicians Play!   

Jazzland owner, Carole Freeman, takes 

a break during clean-up efforts in 2010 

www.jazzlandcafe.com 



Arlington Connecting in Social MediaArlington Connecting in Social MediaArlington Connecting in Social MediaArlington Connecting in Social Media    

AAAA----Town Town Town Town . . . What’s the . . . What’s the . . . What’s the . . . What’s the Buzz Buzz Buzz Buzz  

myArlington MONTHLY checks in on several social media sites featuring Arlington people, places, and 
things.  The views and comments expressed may not necessarily represent ours - but they could be yours! 

 You will need to be a member of Facebook to access all of the 
  information on these  pages.  Sign-up at www.facebook.com. 
 

I Grew Up in Arlington is a Facebook Group Page boasting over 6,000 members providing a 
way for people who have lived in Arlington to re-connect with others.  
 

The Rich History of Arlington - A Unique Place in Time is a Facebook Group Page that 
provides historical information about the Arlington community.   Just launched  a few months ago, 
the page has already drawn almost 500 members. 
 

Old Arlington Inc. is the Facebook page for the organization and this publication,. 

 

 

Perhaps you should ask, 

What are the boundaries of 

Old Arlington? - -  

John 

 

 

 

It is not round and 

not easy to get about. 

- - Scott 

 

It’s a teardrop shape! 

- - Leilani 

 

I switched to using 

Cesery. - - Bonnie 

 

In 1924 the pamphlet, "Arlington, 

Past Present and Future" had the 

boundaries a lot farther to the east. 

You are leaving out Holly Oaks and 

Beacon Hills. Since the 1950's, 1960's 

everyone I knew from these areas con-

sidered themselves to be in Arlington. - 

- John 

 

It is my position that all of the original 

32211 zip code out to the Intracoastal 

Waterway has been, and always will 

be, a part of Arlington. - - Jodie 



I grew up living at the end of mill 

creek and often thought it would have 

been convenient to be able to cut 

through the dunes after the church 
was built. - - Teri 

 

I heard that a kazillon times tonight 

about convenience.  It will add an ad-

ditional 5000 cars or more coming 

through what is a small quiet 

neighborhood and whatever else it 
might bring. - - Glenn 

 

Another thing I envision, should the 

extension be built, is the alleviation of 

traffic getting out of the church on 

Sunday. Of course, a traffic light 

would have to be installed.  - - Jeff 

You want your community 

school to be a good school? 

SUPPORT IT. Lack of fund-

ing from the state and city 

governments doesn't have to 
be the end all be all.  - - 

Hunter 

 

I applaud today's parents of 

these students because they 

Care. Many members here 

have stated their compassion 

& dedication to be involved 

with the Administration & 

Faculty to make TPHS a bet-

ter school for their children 

and community.  - - Jodie 

 

 

I hope if there are any of the 

students reading this, they 

ignore the negative hateful 

comments. You have plenty in 

this community very proud of 

you students and the school.  

- - Denise 

Kind of like Mathews 

Bridge when it had the 

grating on it. 

Not too bad - except 

has a traffic signal 

where it meets Cesery 
Bridge!  - - Leilani 

 

What's with all the 

grating?   Kinda' dan-

gerous for motorcycles. 
Yes?  - - John 

These pictures of a turpentine still from the early 20's were in a group of misc. snapshots from 

my mothers closet. It was located on what would now be River Bluff Rd. south about where it 

intersects Santa Rosa Way.  There was a dock probably at the bottom of the path down the hill 

but they also were said to have taken them on the ferry to town.  - - Cleve 

 

 

The Florida turpentine industry and its history is often overlooked. This industry at one time 

was Florida's second largest industry, only surpassed by Citrus.  - - John 



     C l e v e ’ s  C o r n e r  C l e v e ’ s  C o r n e r  C l e v e ’ s  C o r n e r  C l e v e ’ s  C o r n e r  o n  .   .   .     o n  .   .   .     o n  .   .   .     o n  .   .   .     

      The Arlingtonian and 
William Frost Hawley 
 
 
     The Arlingtonian may well have been Arlington’s first news-
paper as it began publication in 1935 and was distributed weekly 
continuously for 14 years. Our Old Arlington Inc. group is the 
beneficiary of a complete set of copies of allThe Arlingtonian 
weekly newspapers. The paper was almost solely prepared by 
Mr. Hawley featuring hand drawn ads for the local stores, an-
nouncements of births, deaths and weddings. He listed items for 
sale and had announcements for all the forthcoming events for 
the school, church, Arlington Men’s Club, Eastern Shore 
Women’s Club (now Arlington Women’s Club), and Scout activities. He also followed the Ar-
lington baseball team, giving scores and highlights of their games with Gilmore, Mayport, 
Mandarin, Wesconnett and others. 
     Hawley wrote editorials and worked very hard in getting the Mathews Bridge approved, 
but probably his most important contributions were his history articles, a few of which are re-
cited in part below. He not only wrote of things he remembered, but also did a great deal of re-
search to learn about the history of Arlington and northeast Florida. 
      The paper was four pages printed on various colors of legal sized paper using a mimeograph 
machine for printing from stencil masters. Part of a 1940 copy is shown below and explains the 
method of distribution.                     CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 

Cleve Powell has no peer when the subject involves Arlington’s history.  From his 

roots growing up in a 1920’s era house that still stands at the top of Tree Hill, to 

his front porch chats at home today in “Cosmo West”, Cleve is a treasure trove of  

Arlington history and folklore.  He graciously serves as OAI’s Historian/

Archivist, handling inquiries from around the corner and around the world. 

Hawley in 1945 at his mimeo-

graph machine. 



 

#5 - Historic Chaseville Community:  “The 

point of land where the St. Johns River turns 

sharply east on its way to the ocean is by far 

the most prominent river point in the  area 

known today as Old Arlington.  In 1772 this 

land was part of two plantations purchased by 

Captain William Reddy who built a wharf at 

the point for ocean-going schooners.  Though 

he owned the property for only two years, the 

name ‘Reddy Point’ is still in use today.”   

For the rest of the story, visit the marker it-

self, located at the Lions’ Club Boat Ramp, 

in the 4400 blk of Univ Blvd N. or online at:  
http://myarlington.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/18-Chaseville3.pdf 

 Historic Markers   of Old Arlington 

o n  .   .   .     o n  .   .   .     o n  .   .   .     o n  .   .   .     The History  of  Old  Arl ingtoThe History  of  Old  Arl ingtoThe History  of  Old  Arl ingtoThe History  of  Old  Arl ingtonnnn 
 
 

The Arlingtonian CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6 
  
     Mr. Hawley was born in 1936 and was a part of another old time Arlington family. I got to 
know Mr. Hawley very well before his death in 1958. It seemed like every time we went to the 
Post Office at the crossroads he was there or in one of the stores we visited.  He was always 
the same and it seemed like he never aged. 
     When The Arlingtonian was received in our home each week everyone in the family would 
read it, but they usually read me the things they thought I’d be interested in for fear I’d get 
something on it. They were probably right. 
     In 1952 I bought a 35 Ford 2-door sedan from Mr. Moore for $50.00, and we took the title to 
Mr. Hawley to be notarized. As in all my dealings with grownups in Arlington, I got a brief lec-
ture on safety and responsibility which I probably should have listened to a little closer. I 
loved that car but submerged the engine one Thanksgiving weekend on a hunting trip, when 
most of the Arlington dirt roads were flooded. 
      William Frost Hawley was definitely one of Arlington’s pioneers, and his life is on record in 
many places, one being the American Life Histories project 1936-1940.  Mr. Hawley was born in 
New Orleans in 1861 at the beginning of the Civil War. He lived in New York, Chicago, and 
Nebraska before coming to Florida for his health in 1886. He married Evangaline (Eva) Cuzner, 
daughter of Dr. A. T. Cuzner, and they all resided together in the community of Gilmore.  He 
found employment grafting orange and pecan trees. 
      Upon his retirement in 1934 Mr. Hawley moved to Commerce St. in Arlington to live with 
his daughter, Mrs. Mae Kenyon. Evidently idleness did not agree with him for on January 1, 
1935, he jokingly mimeographed 20 copies of a neighborhood newspaper he called the Arling-
tonian. So well received was his little newspaper that he continued it for fourteen years. 
     Mr. Hawley died on February 19, 1958, at the age of ninety-six. In 1959 the Arlington Volun-
teer Fire Department dedicated their booklet “The Arlington Story” (reprinted and sold today 
by Old Arlington, Inc.) to Mr. Hawley, stating, “As with many great people, the significance of 
his work was not realized until after his passing.” 



Operation Dolphin CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
 
 

Cost readily admits that the deteriorated relationship hurt both the school and the community, 
but the focus now is straight ahead on building a better, linked future.  He’s taken the message to 
Jacksonville officials and enlisted the City’s Office of Economic Development in chartering 
“Operation Dolphin”, a multi-disciplined task force that is currently ex-
amining the infrastructure, retail, streetscape and public safety of the 
University Blvd. and Merrill Road corridors, and how JU can better com-
plement and partner with the Arlington community. 
 
 

Operation Dolphin will develop near and long-term plans for the 
neighborhoods’ transformation, but don’t expect these plans to sit on the 
proverbial dusty shelf.  President Cost looks for the City to assume its re-
sponsibilies, and is quick to point to the University’s expanding list of 
new facilities, land acquisitions, and new construction as evidence of JU’s 
commitment  to the cause.  Just recently, JU purchased the 39-acre former 
Boys Home property immediately south of the campus and preparatory 
site work has already begun for a riverfront educational complex called EPIC. 
 
 

“We are investing in Arlington”, Cost says.  He wants JU to be a driving force for growth in  
Arlington, complete with a welcome mat for the Arlington community to come visit anytime.     

Aug 30   SE Louisiana      Away 
Sep 13   San Diego     1:00 p.m. 
Sep 20   Penn     1:00 p.m. 
Sep 27   Butler       Away 
Oct  4    Drake (Homecoming)    1:00 p.m. 
Oct 11    Moorehead State      Away 
Oct 18    Stetson       Away 
Oct 25    Limestone College      Away 
Nov 1    Marist       Away 
Nov 8    Davidson       Away 
Nov 15   Campbell (Senior Day)1:00 p.m. 

2014 SCHEDULE 

Milne Field Progresses 
New Grandstands, Scoreboard  Near Completion 

Construction work at D.B. Milne Field continues in preparation 
for JU’s football season opener on September 13th.  The project 
includes a 2,900 seat grandstand, new press box building, and 
new concessions and restroom facilities.  Stadium lights and a 
new scoreboard/video screen are also part of the improvements 
which were funded in total by private donations. 



Terry Parker High School Begins New Year 
 

School started August 18th this year.  It seems to start earlier and earlier every year! 
 
We expect an exciting year for the Braves this coming year.  As we look towards a great 2014-2015 
school year, let’s revisit a few of last year’s accomplishments of our neighborhood high school: 
 

• Highest performing Title I high school in Duval County Public Schools 
• Second highest academic point gains of all high schools in Duval County Public Schools 
• Highest Geometry scores of all comprehensive high schools in Duval County Public Schools 
• Highest overall math proficiency gains of all high schools Duval County Public Schools 
• 85% pass rate on Serve Safe industry exams 
• 75% pass rate on Adobe industry certification exams 

 
Last year was an unbelievable year!  We are looking forward  
to making this school year another remarkable one!    
     Support the Braves! 

School Events 

 

Sept   1 - Labor Day Holiday 
Sept   5 - Parker vs. Duval Charter 
Sept 12 - Parker @ Jackson 
Sept 15 - Open House 
Sept 19 - Parker vs. Columbia 
Sept 26 - Parker vs. Lee 
Sept 29 - Oct 3 - Homecoming Week  
Oct    3  - Parker vs. Middleburg  

Reu
nion

s
Reu

nion
s  

Class of ‘62 

http://www.terryparker62.com/ 

 
 



The Neighborhoods of Arlington 

The Charter Point neighborhood is nestled along the St. Johns River on the northern portion of the 
peninsula that occurs where the river 
turns east towards the ocean.  Like 
many riverfront portions of Arling-
ton, the area is rich in Native Ameri-
can history and archeology, with 
documented mounds and middens 
dating back several centuries. 

The 120 acre community is located on estates 
formerly owned by the George Ferber and 
George Fisher families.  The area was part of 
the historic Chaseville community, named after 
Samuel Chase, who after the Civil War, built a 
shipyard  on the point.  At its height in the late 
1800s, Chaseville had approximately 40 families 
and nearly 300 residents.    
 

 
Charter Point’s rise and development as a subdivision occurred through-
out the 1970s, and paralleled that of its holding company, The Charter 
Company, a massive network of oil, insurance, real estate and other in-
terests.  The Charter Company climbed to No. 61 on the Fortune 500 list 
- Jacksonville’s only Fortune 100 business ever - and bestowed on the 
neighborhood not only its name, but its iconic acorn logo as well.         
 

Majestic oaks amidst a natural setting lend charm to this unique neighborhood that is home to about 
250 families today.  Its houses feature a variety of sizes and architectural styles, several of which dot 
the riverfront on the St. Johns’ southern bank, and together comprise one of Jacksonville’s most desir-
able places to live.   

The Charter Point Community Association has been active in Arlington affairs for four decades 

 

Arlington’s foundation is its large collection of distinct and unique neighborhoods.  Once a rural area with a 
half-dozen enclaves, scores of subdivisions sprung up in the decades following the 1953 opening of the 
Mathews Bridge.  These developments bonded into neighborhoods, whose associations bonded into  

councils, that would serve as a model for Jacksonville civic involvement today.          



Summary Report of the Greater Arlington/Beaches CPAC Meeting, August 11, 2014  
 

 

Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office - As reported in the local media, the 40 additional officers that were re-

quested will not be included in next year’s budget. The crime rate is up year over year in Arlington and the 

rest of the community, but due to efforts taken by the JSO, it is trending down.  
 

Mayor’s Office - The budget process is underway and there yet may be funding for additional Sheriff’s 

deputies next year.  A town hall meeting hosted by Clay Yarborough is scheduled to discuss the possible ex-

tension of Lone Star Road.  The mayor’s representative stated that a traffic study would be needed to any 

possible construction.  
 

School Report - A representative of the Duval Public Schools did not attend.  
 

Code Compliance - There is currently a two week backlog of calls, so their response time will be slow. 

They have purchased a ‘robo call’ unit to use in their effort to combat ‘snipe signs’.  Telephone numbers 

from the snipe signs are being fed into the robo call unit, and a message is left informing violators that they 

are being fined for installing the signs on City right-of-way.  The City has just started using the device, and 

though it is too early to measure its effectiveness, they will keep the CPAC advised.  
 

FDOT - The switch is on …..the temporary bridge over the Arlington River is open for business.  Traffic 

was moved from the old bridge to the temporary bridge in mid-August, with the entire project slated for 

completion in the fall of 2015. Motorists are warned that the temporary bridge is made of steel grating and 

thus may be slippery when wet.  
 

Housing and Community Development - There were no new rezoning applications to review at this 

month’s meeting.  There was however, much discussion regarding the possible extension of Lone Star 

Road.  A vote was taken by the CPAC to oppose the extension and persons were encouraged to go to the 

town hall meeting on August 20th to discuss the issue with Councilman Yarborough.  Also, an agenda item 

currently before the City Council’s LUZ committee was discussed  involving construction of a proposed 

charter school on Kernan Blvd. near Atlantic Blvd.  The issue involves its proximity and alignment to one 

of Craig Field’s runways, as the proposed site is completely within a School Exclusion Zone, as defined by 

Florida Statutes.  The zone extends out 5 miles from the end of each Craig Field runway, with a 2000 ft.  A 

bill has been filed by C/M Richard Clark to exempt the school from this requirement.   
 

Department of Economic Development - An Operation Dolphin update was given by department man-

ager, Karen Nasrallah.  She reiterated that JU President Tim Cost is a big supporter of the Arlington com-

munity and is committed to change.  She stated that she has been on a fact finding mission with the Jack-

sonville Electric Authority in determining how utilities along the University Blvd. and Merrill Road corri-

dors could be relocated underground.  She questioned the community’s willingness to accept changes 

which could include losing travel lanes necessary for required landscaping and bike lanes.  A suggested 

source of funding for the project could be the extension of the ‘temporary’ gas tax.  
 

Parks and Recreation - The opening of the Fort Caroline pool has been delayed due to non-specific 

‘construction issues’.  Meanwhile, the Blue Cypress pool remains closed with repairs to the current facility 

being cost prohibitive, and funding for replacement pending the 2015 CIP budget.   
 

Jacksonville Transit Authority - The monthly speaker was Cheryl Riddick of the JTA.  She spoke about 

the upcoming changes to bus routes that will make the system more attractive to users and more efficient.   

Community Pipeline - CPAC Report 
Jacksonville's more than 500 neighborhoods are divided into six planning districts, each with a Citizens Planning Advisory Com-

mittee or 'CPAC'. The CPAC’s primary purpose is to maintain open and effective communication between Jacksonville residents, 

businesses, neighborhoods, community organizations, educational institutions and city government. CPACs were first established 

in 1993 by Mayor Ed Austin as a grassroots public participation program, and have been continued by each mayor since. 
 

Arlington, and its neighborhoods, are included in CPAC District 2 [Greater Arlington/Beaches] and its meetings are held on the 

second Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. Jacksonville Executive at Craig Airport - 855-1 Craig Drive 32225.    Any interested per-

son may attend any CPAC meeting, however, you must be appointed to become a voting member.  Contact City Neighborhood Co-

ordinator Rosemary Wesolowski, (904) 255-8261 for more information. 

 

 



OAI Moves Into  
New Offices 

______________________________________ 
 

Ending several years of nomadic existence, 
Old Arlington, Inc., has moved into offices 
at 6317 Arlington Road.  The mid-century 
modern styled building is located just west 
of the Norman Studios complex, which 
complements the two groups’ sometimes 
overlapping work agendas. 
 
OAI plans to institute a regular schedule of 
part-time office hours in the near future. 

Old Arlington, Inc., is a 501(c)3 tax exempt, non profit or-

ganization formed in July, 1993 to promote historic preserva-

tion and community revitalization in the Arlington area. 

President’s Message 
 

Twenty-one years ago. a small group of Arlington 

residents were turning attention to some growing 

community concerns.  A unique inventory of historic 

knowledge and buildings - largely unknown and 

wholly undocumented - was being lost to time and 

demolition.  Urban blight was appearing in once 

thriving shopping centers and malls.  Businesses and 

residents were migrating south and east.  Arlington’s 

boom had definitely come and would be gone.   

 

What do you do and who’s going to do it? 

 

After taking note of Riverside’s and Springfield’s 

somewhat parallel experiences just a few decades 

earlier, and the RAP [Riverside Avondale Preserva-

tion], SPAR [Springfield Preservation and Restora-

tion] respective responses, the ensemble banded to-

gether to form Old Arlington, Inc.  The working 

agenda immediately prioritized the historic compo-

nent, setting in motion Arlington’s first historical sur-

vey of homes and buildings, historic lighting pro-

jects, preservation of the Norman Silent Film Studios 

complex, and the installation of 23 historic markers 

throughout the area. 

 

More recently, OAI efforts have shifted focus to-

wards building “Arlington community”.  We host an 

annual home tour featuring Arlington’s signature, 

mid-century modern architecture, and nearly a thou-

sand people celebrated the Mathews Bridge 60th 

birthday with us.  We’re building connections with 

events, speaker presentations and now, our e-

newspaper, MyArlington Monthly. 

 

We meet monthly on the 3rd Tuesday, at 6:30 pm in 

JU’s Gooding Building.  You’re invited to come, 

connect, and build Arlington community with us.  

 

Steve Matchett 
Volunteers take a break on move-in workday 



Dotty & Don 
CURTIS 

Arlington Personified 
A Monthly Feature on Those Who Have Shaped Our Community 

On August 9th 2014, Arlington’s beloved Don Curtis, and “his greatest tag-team partner of all times” 
Dotty Curtis, were inducted into the Florida Chapter of the National Wrestling and Hall of Fame 
Museum in Stillwater, OK.  Don & Dotty’s daughter Lisa, & grandson JB, stepped up on their behalf to 
receive the Lifetime Service to Wrestling Award 
for their commitment to wrestling. They placed 
Jacksonville on the map promoting wrestling at 
the Jacksonville Coliseum where Don was Sports 
Promotion & Facilities Manager.  After his wres-
tling career, Don was inducted into the University 
of Buffalo Athletic Hall of Fame for wrestling and 
football in 1980, and the Professional Wrestling 
Hall of Fame and Museum in 2009, with tag-team 
partner Mark Lewin, in the “Tag Team” category. 
 
 

Don & Dotty uniquely shared their love of Family and Community. Revered in the wrestling community 
and Arlington, they were among the Founders of Old Arlington Inc. and were “gratis” landlords for the 
group’s original home on Clock Street, which had housed Dotty’s Body Emporium for many years prior.  
They promoted physical fitness at the Arlington YMCA, the Arlingwood Community Center, and Dotty 
hosted a regular segment on WFGA’s (Channel 12) TODAY Show.  Don was Bishop Kenny’s Volunteer 
Wrestling Assistant Coach, under Coach Bill Spaulding, for the school’s first wrestling team in 1974.  
Don & Dotty assisted numerous charitable and civic activities.  Arlington has greatly missed Don since 
he passed on March 6, 2008.  Dotty  still resides in Arlington today.  
 
  

Don’s wrestling career began at the Univ. of Buffalo where he 
excelled in wrestling, football and academics. After a 20 minute 
workout with NWA Champion Lou Thesz, Don chose wres-
tling as his career, and turned down an offer to attend the Balti-
more Colts’ training camp.  By spring, 1951, he was wrestling in 
Canada, then later in Australia and New Zealand, under his 
given name, Don Beitelman.  By 1956, Don was back in the U.S. 
living in Buffalo, NY, and over the next decade would be fea-
tured on 1700+ pro wrestling cards, and wrestle in Madison 
Square Gardens over 50 times.   Don made his wrestling debut 
at the Jacksonville Coliseum in 1961 and changed his last name 
to “Curtis” in 1967.  In between, legendary wrestling announcer 

Gordon Solie dubbed him, “The Buffalo Bomber”, and in Jacksonville - where Don & Dottie now lived - 
he was known as the  City’s Favorite Son. 
 

Don served on the Wrestling Committee for the Olympic Games in Munich in 
1972, and in 1981, was appointed by Mayor Jake Godbold as the Chief of Opera-
tions for the City’s Recreation and Public Affairs Dept to oversee the Coliseum, 
Civic Auditorium, Gator Bowl, and Wolfson Baseball Park.  Godbold only had 
high praise to give Don stating, “He was a true wrestler, not an actor…I don’t know 
anything that Don took on that he didn’t do in a good manner. He had a good busi-
ness sense and did an excellent job for us and commanded a great deal of respect”.  
 

We join in congratulating Dotty & Don, and are grateful for the many ways they’ve 
contributed to the community, and for making Arlington their home. 

 

For expanded story and photos, go to  http://myarlington.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Curtis-Article.pdf 

Don’s signature “Flying Drop Kick” 



 

Sunshine State Chevelles’ Arlington Cruise In   
September 6th, Saturday, 5 pm to 8 pm  @ 9111 Merrill Rd., 904-693-1123 
Car enthusiasts from all over bring their hot rods, muscle cars and oldie goldies to be eyed and oogled. 

 

       Arlington Women’s Club Opening Luncheon  

September 9th, Tuesday, 11 am @ 5714 Arlington Road, www.afwcarlington.com 

All women interested in becoming a member of the Arlington Women's Club are invited to attend. 
 

Arlington Women’s Club Sunday Dinner 

September 14th, Sunday, 11:30 am - 2 pm @ 5714 Arlington Rd www.afwcarlington.com 
        Wonderful home cooked meal, assorted drinks and desserts.  $11 adults, $5 children.  RSVP requested.   
 

 

Norman Studios’ Silent Sunday 

September 14th, Sunday, 4 pm @ Hotel Indigo, 9840 Tapestry Pk. www.normanstudios.org 

Another in a series of silent film screenings that benefit the Norman Silent Film Studios’ organization.   
 

 

      Old Arlington, Inc., Regular Meeting  
September 16th, Tuesday, 6:30 pm @ 2800 University Blvd N. www.oldarlington.org 

Regular monthly meeting - come, get involved with your community & be a part of Arlington's future. 
 

Arlington Mod & More Home Tour  

November 15th, Saturday, 9:30 am - 4 pm @ TBA  www.oldarlington.org 

         Come see, learn about, and celebrate Arlington's mid-century modern architecture. 
 

 

University Pk Branch Library 10th Anniversary Celebration  
October 4th, Saturday 11 am - 2 pm @ 3435 Univ. Blvd N 904-630-1322 

Celebrate 10 years of our local library, meet community groups & discover a wealth of area resources. 

 

 

       Jacksonville Arboretum & Gardens’ Wine & Food Fest 
 October 25th, Saturday, 4 - 7 pm @1445 Millcoe Rd, www.jacksonvillearboretum.org 

 Tickets online, includes admission, custom wine glass, food, beverages & entertainment  

 Jacksonville Arboretum & Gardens’ - The Art of Nature 
 November 8th, Saturday, 9 am - 5 pm @1445 Millcoe Rd, www.jacksonvillearboretum.org 

       6th Anniversary Event featuring Art, Entertainment, Food, Workshops, Children’s Projects and more. 

 

Tree Hill Nature Center 
Open Monday - Saturday, 8 am - 4:30 pm @ 7152 Lone Star Road,  www.treehill.org 

Connect with nature and explore over 50 acres and 3 ecosystems.  “Touch-Tank” now open!  

Around Arlington 
Send e-mails with information about your organization’s upcoming events to info@myarlington.org   
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Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission Award Winning Event  

 

 

 

 presented by . . .      and  



 

Coming  Up . . .C om ing  Up . . .C om ing  Up . . .C om ing  Up . . .     

Norman Studios and Hotel Indigo Jacksonville-Deerwood Park present  

ARBUCKLE & KEATON COMEDY SHORTS Sunday, September 14 at the Hotel Indigo 

 

 Guests get three times the fun with screenings of three short films starring two of the 

greatest comedic actors in cinema history - Roscoe Arbuckle and Buster Keaton.   

 

Coney Island (1917) - Roscoe tries to dump his wife so he can enjoy the beach attrac-

tions. Bathing beauties and Keystone Kops abound. Starring Roscoe Arbuckle, Buster 

Keaton and Joe Bordeaux. 25 minutes. 

The Haunted House (1921) - A bank clerk ends up in a seemingly haunted house that 

is actually a thieves' hideout. Starring Buster Keaton, Virginia Fox and Joe Roberts. 21 

minutes. 

Curses (1925) - When Buttonshoe Bill steals some papers from Buckwheat Ben, and 

kidnaps Ben's daughter, Rodney Hemingway comes to the rescue. Starring Roscoe Ar-

buckle and Grover Jones. 18 minutes. 

 

Doors open at 3pm and the program begins at 4pm. Be sure to stop by the bar and order 

the Shh - the Silent Sundays signature cocktail.  Tickets & more info at: 

 http://www.normanstudios.org/event/silent-sunday-arbuckle-keaton-comedy-shorts/ 

“Wine and Dine in the Woods” with Jacksonville’s best-loved restaurants  
and 75 varieties of domestic and imported wines 

Saturday, October 25th, from 4 pm to 7 pm  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Jacksonville Arboretum and Gardens • 1445 Millcoe Rd. (near I-295 & Monument Rd) 
 

www.jacksonvillearboretum.org 
 

 


